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Th e N am | ng Of Pea rI spring of 1893, 15-year old Pearl (as she was known),

adopted daughter of Thurman Kelsey, was baking a

Ce mete ry cobbler for dinner when her dress caught fire. The

June 16, 1893 Sidney Journal account says she was

The following is a compilation of excerpts and “crazed by terror” and started for the home of Dennis
information taken from an article written in Critton who lived just across Scott Road from the
December 1996 by the late Jim Sayre. Kelsey place. The Kelseys were on a trip to Chicago at
Edited by Carol Wentz. the time.

“Critton, who was working in a field, saw her and
rushed up,” according to the Journal account. “Her
clothes were burned up, and only held together by a
leather belt. He cut this, and she ran on, arriving at
the house with nothing on but her shoes. She was at
once taken care of and a physician sent for. She was
frightfully burned on all of her body except for her
face. Thursday morning she was taken home, the
family having in the meantime been sent for. Laterin
the day she became unconscious, and this (Friday)
morning was hardly expected to live through the
day.” A sad postscript to the Friday Journal article
noted that “Pearl
Main gate monuments to Pearl Cemetery Bretches died at

1 p.m. today.”
Those of us who live or work in the Anna area have

probably driven past Pearl Cemetery on County Road Pearl was buried in

25A between Anna and Sidney hundreds of times. It’s the newly designated

a fairly large, well-kept cemetery bordered on the cemetery. It was the

front with white fencing. The center entrance gates first official burial after

are topped with two stone pearls which bear silent the cemetery was

tribute to young Jennie Pearl Bretches who burned to platted in 1893. She

death as a result of a tragic accident. She became the was buried on the

first official burial in the cemetery 130 years ago. Sunday following her

death. According to Gravestone for Jennie
At about 10:00 o’clock Wednesday morning in the late the Sidney Journal over Pearl Bretches



800 persons attended her funeral in the Reformed
Church at Swanders, and 235 carriages followed her to
her grave--the largest funeral ever held in Shelby
County.

Jennie Pearl Bretches, born July 23, 1877, was the
youngest of three daughters born to John and
Euphemia Bretches. She and older sisters, Catharine
and Nettie, were born in the Bretches home directly
across Sharp road from the Kelseys. After their father
died in 1878, they became the wards of John Thurman
Kelsey. Pearl’s adoptive parent was a relatively
wealthy man, able to accept the added

financial responsibility of more children. While Pearl’s
mother lived until 1923, we can only speculate as to
why her daughters ended up being adopted by the
Kelsey family.

Two monuments guard Pearl’s resting place in the old

northeast portion of the cemetery. A large obelisk
displays her name and the dates of her birth

and death. A much smaller stone sits nearby with the
name “Pearl” carved on top and the following verse on
the stone’s face:

“A precious one from us has gone
A voice we loved is stilled

Smaller monument for “Pearl”

with inscribed verse
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A place is vacant in our home
Which never can be filled
God in his wisdom has recalled
The boon His love had given
And though the body slumbers now
The soul is safe in heaven.”

lce Cream and More!

As a way to show the Anna District Historical Society’s
appreciation for all of the support from the residents
of the Anna Local School District, as well as the ADHS
membership, we are planning to hold an ice cream
social later this summer. Mark your calendars for
Sunday, August 13th, 11am - 3pm. Susie’s Big Dipper
of Piqua will be providing ice cream, sandwiches, and
soft drinks at the Packer Historical Center from their
food truck. An ice cream sundae or cup of ice cream
will be made available for free to all district residents
and ADHS members. Don’t miss it!

Lois Lenski Wine
and Cheese Evening
A Success

Lois Lenski
High School Graduation 1911

Nearly 40 people were in attendance at the first Anna
District Historical Society wine and cheese evening

featuring vintage pictures with commentary about our
most famous resident, Lois Lenski. After the presentation,
wine and cheese were offered free of charge on the porch
of the Packer Historical Center to all those in attendance.
We hope this will be the first of many informational
gatherings about the history of our school district. Thanks
to everyone who attended and also to the ADHS members
who helped in making the evening a success.

Following are a few of the vintage pictures from the Lois
Lenski slide show:

School in Anna that Lois Lenski attended through her freshman year
of high school. It contained four classrooms with three grades and
one teacher in each room. The school can be seen below in the
background of the picture of Main Street Anna in the late 1800’s.
Today the Rocket Athletic Center is located where this brick school
was originally built in 1893.
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Update on the Stair
Lift Status

The ADHS placed an order with MedMart of Cincinnati
for a new stairlift to be installed at the Packer Historical
Center. This addition will make the PHC accessible to all
display and research areas. We were expecting it to be
installed and operational by June 1st.

However, since the Packer Historical Center is a public
building, permits from the state of Ohio are necessary.
MedMart is still waiting to receive these permits before
they can install the lift. We will continue to update you
on this project.

Anna District Historical Society
112 W. Main Street, P.O. Box 133
Anna, OH 45302

Phone: 937-646-0011

Packer Historical Center Hours
Sundays 1-4pm

Or call 937.646.0011 to schedule a private tour.

Lois Lenski (center) pictured in 1967 with her life-long Anna friends,
Mayme Ludwig (left) and Ruth Ailes Fogt (right). Lois always
called Anna her hometown.



