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Lois Lenski?  Nope.  
Never Heard of Her 

 
Written by Carol Wentz 

 
This comment or 
something similar 
to it is heard over 
and over again in 
our school district.  
And for those of us 
who are familiar 
with who Lois 
Lenski was and 
what she  
accomplished in 
her life, we realize 
we have much 
work to do in 
spreading the word 
about Anna’s most famous resident!   
 
Lois Lenski was born and lived the first six years of her 
life in Springfield, Ohio.  She moved by train with her 
family to Anna on October 9, 1899 after her father 
Richard Charles Henry (RCH) Lenski became the new 
pastor of St. Jacob Lutheran Church in Anna.  The 
Lenski family lived in Anna for the next twelve years. 
 
Lois attended school in Anna until she transferred to 
Sidney High School after her freshman year.  She  
remembered the Anna school sitting on a hill on a 
back street in the village where the children enjoyed  
sledding after every snowfall.  The building itself had 
only four classrooms with three grades taught by one 
teacher in each room.  Lois loved going to school in 
Anna and thought she got a good educational  
grounding in the major subjects of reading, writing, 
and arithmetic.  However, Sidney High School offered 
many more subjects, with a separate teacher for each 
subject.  

During Rev. Lenski’s tenure at St. Jacob, he helped  
design and oversee the building of the brick church 
which still stands on the corner of Pike and Main.   
But soon after Lois graduated from high school in 
1911, Rev. Lenski took a position as a professor at  
Capital University in Columbus, and the Lenski family 
moved to Columbus.  That same fall Lois enrolled in 
The Ohio State University to study art education.  
 
After graduating from Ohio State, several of Lois’s art 
professors encouraged her to go to New York City to 
take additional art classes.  Her father was  
vehemently opposed and said he would not  
support further art studies.  In October of 1915, Lois 
left for New York City on her own with only $300 in 
her pocket.  She was determined to be an artist. 
 
To supplement her meager funds, Lois took a job with 
Arthur Covey, a mural painter.  During this time, she 
became so run-down trying to work and also go to her 
art classes that she contracted the Spanish Flu and 
was hospitalized.  This began her life-long struggle for 
good health.  However, she eventually traveled to 
London in 1920-21 to study art there. 

Lois Lenski at work in her studio 

The old Lutheran parsonage still stands in Anna on 25A 



 Two weeks after returning to the U.S., Lois married 
Arthur Covey, and for many years they made their 
home with Arthur’s children, Margaret and Laird, and 
also their son Stephen at a farm in Connecticut they 
called Greenacres. 
 
Lois had done work as an illustrator for many  
children’s authors as she worked to sell her own 
paintings, but work became scarce during the 1920’s 
and 30’s.  At the suggestion of an editor at one of the 
book companies, Lois began to both write and  
illustrate her own books.  Skipping Village, the story of 
her years growing up in Anna, was published in 1927.  
It became the first in the nearly 100 books Lois Lenski  
created over her lifetime. 
 
While Lois Lenski wrote fully researched books with a 
historical perspective like Indian Captive, along with 
many, many picture books for her son Stephen and her 
grandson Davey, her regional books brought her the 
most acclaim.  These books were well ahead of their 
time. Lois visited and wrote about children’s lives in 
various regions of our country.  She felt that the  
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strength of America is its fascinating diversity of  
American traditions.  Her first regional book, Bayou 
Suzette, was followed by Strawberry Girl which won 
the Newbery Award in 1946 for the best children’s 
book in America.  At least a dozen more regional 
books followed.  Her books were in libraries across the 
country, and many were 
translated to other  
languages for libraries in 
other countries. 
 
Lois Lenski, who grew up 
and lived in Anna for twelve 
years became a nationally 
and internationally known 
book author and illustrator. 
She kept up her friendships 
with cherished Anna friends 
throughout her life, but only 
returned once, in the 1960’s, 
to retrace her childhood  
footsteps.  She died in 1974 
and is buried in Clearwater, Florida, where she lived 
after the farm in Connecticut was sold.  Her headstone 
bears this simple inscription, “Friend of Children.” 
 

Lois Lenski, June 1915 
Ohio State graduation photo 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  Watch for Upcoming 
Lois Lenski Events 

 
The ADHS is planning a Lois Lenski evening  which will 
include wine and cheese offerings on the Packer  
Center Porch.  We have many additional pictures, 
books, and illustrations to share. While an exact date 
has not been set, we are planning on scheduling this 
event in early June.  Watch for details on social media 
and flyers in all three towns. 

There are also plans in the works for the four fifth 
grade classes to come to the Packer Center in May to 
learn about Lois Lenski and how important she was 
both nationally and internationally.  If you have an  
Anna fifth grader in your family, you will want to hear 
all about this important field trip! 

 

Don’t Forget to Visit  

adhs-oh.org 
Our ADHS website has many interesting articles,  

interviews, archival photos, and scrapbooks in digital 

form for your enjoyment.  It is a wonderful  

opportunity to learn new and interesting facts about 

the areas in our school district, including the villages of 

Anna, Kettlersville, and McCartyville.  Following is a 

partial list of available digital items: 

 

 

• Bob Anderson scrapbooks covering his 30+ years of 

coaching and teaching at Anna 

• Interview of John Koverman about his experiences 

during the Vietnam War 

• Interview of the late Ralph Bornhorst (who watched 

the flag being raised at Iwo Jima from his ship) and his  

       experiences in the Navy during WWII 

• Lois Lenski pictures and information 

• Dr. Milliette information 

• 1937 Anna Earthquake 

• AHS Girls Basketball photo album 

• Vintage sports team photos 

• Rumley history 

• 1978 Anna Incorporation Centennial Celebration 

• Early village homes and businesses 

• Past issues of the Skipping Village Gazette 

 

New Addition Coming to 
Packer Historical Center 

 
We are excited to announce that the ADHS has placed an 
order with MedMart of Cincinnati for a new stairlift to be 
installed at the Packer Historical Center.  This addition will 
make the PHC accessible to all display and research areas.  
The new lift should be installed and operational by June 
1st.  Thanks to the Anna Endowment Fund for their  
assistance with this project. 
 

Thank You! 
As a way to show the Anna District Historical Society’s  

appreciation for all of the support from the residents of 

the Anna Local School District, as well as the ADHS  

membership, we are planning to hold an ice cream social 

later this summer.  Mark your calendars for  

Sunday, August 13th, 11am - 3pm.  Susie’s Big Dipper of 

Piqua will be providing ice cream, sandwiches, and soft 

drinks at the Packer Historical Center from their food 

truck.  An ice cream sundae or cup of ice cream will be 

made available for free to all district residents and ADHS 

members.  Don’t miss it! 

 

 
 

 

Flood children of Unionville, Connecticut, looking at their book, 

FLOOD FRIDAY, with author/illustrator Lois Lenski 
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Studio, Harwinton, Connecticut  

Christmas 1899 

The Lenski’s first Christmas in Anna.  Lois, second from left, 

standing.  Older sister, Esther, sitting on the floor with doll in 

front of her.  Others are neighbor girls. 

Lois Lenski, 16 or 17, with 

parents, Richard and Marietta 

Lenski.  Tin-type taken at the 

Shelby County Fair. Interior of Connecticut Studio  1936 


